by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Every hour, every day Raidersand
Bandits prowl theflightlinelooking for
trouble.

They're the four maintenance trucks,
Red Raider 6 and 7 and Blue Bandit 6 and 7,
with senior NCO expediters behind the
whed, ddlivering maintenance specidigsto
arplanes, picking upspaelpa‘tﬁgd rgoving
equipment. Most importantly, they’ re aways
looking for problems and bottlenecks, trying
to resolve exigting ones and avoid new ones.

The expediters of the 439 Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron don't fly the
airplw:saggdthey donthngrmdlwﬁg(em
But the expediters earn their i
dl the connections so when 3%5 [ands hrga
it will leave Westover ready to fly fully
mission capablein atimey and efficient
manner.

Lifefor an expediter on theflightlineis
a12-hour shift that can eadily dretchinto 13
hours or more. On arecent rainy day, MSgt.
Ron Siwawasthe expediter driving the
Bandit 7 maintenance truck up and down the
flightline, respongble for turning around five
Gdaxies. HE shad assmany aseght Sncethe
aur

ge"V\ﬁth agripon his“brick” radio and his
ear tilted to asecond radio and acell phone
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FLIGHTLINE
POINTMAN --
Maintenance
expediter MSgt. Ron
Sliwa monitors the
progress of
maintenance of C-5s
during a 12-hour shift
i on the flightline in
=1 Bandit 7 helping to
assure that aircraft
are turned around to
be fully mission
capable in atimely
and efficient manner.
--photo by

MSgt. Tom Allocco

in histruck, Sliwawaslike someone et the
center of agtorm.

Working the radios, he requested anitro
pumper for North 3, asked Dispatch how
much fued they wanted for ancther plane, took
instructions for 230,000 pounds of JP-8 for the
C-5 and dropped off maintainersto do the
fueling, dropped hisradio next to him,
grabbed his clip board suffed with status
notes on hisfive aircraft and proceeded back
to the hydraulics shop to pick up for
another crew to replace ahydraulic pump. It
wasledaﬂyinthedaéllélookaelg Iilfoegkhgdrain
would keep going dl day and it to
Siwalike another long day on theflightline.

“You don't know what's going to happen
from minute to minute,” he sad.

Outside the hydraulics shop acrew
waited while he ran indde to check on parts.
MSgt. Michael Conboy, an eectrica specid-
ist, eyed the cold rain and mused abouit the life
of amaintainer.

“If you catch an outsdejob on aday like
thisit'snot very plessant. Thefirst few hours
you try not to get wet, the next few hours
you're soaking wet and it doesn't matter
anymore” hesad.

Returning to thetruck, the Bandit 7
expediter drops off acrew chief for ahome
station check, adetalled ingpection of an
arcraft. “Go get'em, Mat,” hetelshim. Over

'em moving from chock-in to take-off

his shoulder he swapsirreverent banter with
themaintainersin the back of thetruck. The
give and take masks the seriousness of lifeon
theflightline
iwa knowsthat ultimately itisthe
439" AMXS expediter who will sign his
name to the ER (exceptiond release) which
affirmsthat the maintainers have made the C-
5 safefor flight beforeit isturned over tothe
arcrew.
The chdlenge startswhen the
maintainerstaxi thegl]meimoitspaggng
Vs much amystery whenit's
edirﬁ),f’agwasaid.my o
A C-5landing here after downrange
missionstypicaly has built up anumber of
smdl maintenance problemswhich degrades
itsmission capability. The maintainers have
to find them and fix them to make the aircraft
fully mission capeble, said SMSgt. Joseph
DiMartino, production supervisor.
Turning aplane around startswith a post
flight ingpection and a debriefing of the crew
(continued on next page)

An All-American welcome
when Miss USA visits troops

Miss USA, Susie Castillo, accepts a 439" AMXS
coin and squadron t-shirt from SSgt. Kara Davis
during avisit to Westover on Monday. While here,
Miss USA greeted Iragi Freedom troops in the
passenger terminal where she autographed
photos. --photo by MSgt. W.C. Pope
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Expediter... (Cont. from page 1)

by the expediter. Not every plane can be
turned around in afew hours. The expediter
hasto makethe cal on prioritiesand decide
when crews have to be pulled off one plane
for another job. Sometimesthey haveto say
“no” to verifying the air worthiness of an
arcraft.

“Whenthey cdl for an ER | haveto
know the aircraft isready,” Sliwasaid.

“Ontimetake-off isapoint of pride. But
mission reliability isabigger point of pride”
DiMartino sad.

“A plane might teke off and get to its
destination, but if it bresks on thefirst leg of
the misson it doesn't do any good. We strive
for the highest on-time take-off ratein AMC,
but Westover aso has a reputation throughout
the system for mission rdliability. We're
lucky, we have ahighly experienced, saif-
motivated group of people who pay atention
to detail. They want to get the plane off the
ground, they want the mission to succeed,”
DiMartino said.

Thejob gets done because Red Raiders
and Blue Bandits prowl theflightline. “A
plane takes off and they’ Il send another,”
Siwasad. Hedidn't have long to wait for his
next cal from Job Control or acrew chief.

Pat Stats

Served since Feb. 2, 2003
4,301 passengers - 1,482 aircraft
15,046,308 pounds of cargo
Info from MSgt. Jim Garrity, 42APS

Meals
8,590 hot meals served
Box lunches: 4,488
Info fromTSgt. David Beauregard, 439SVS

Fuel since Feb. 1
8,708,254 gallons of JP-8
Info from Jim Maloney, Fuels

(EDITOR SNOTE: Security guiddines prohibit
using last names of deploying reservists))
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F-15 Gorillas still making history

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

The" Gorilles’ came home
from Iragi Freedom by way of the
Westover Passenger Termind last
week.

Maintainers and severd pilots
of the 58" Fighter Squadron of
EglinAFB, Ha who proudly wear
the snarling, menacing gorillaon
their unit patch experienced the
“Westover Welcome.” They arrived tired after
two days on the road, including astop-over in
Rota, Spain. But the hamburgers and hotdogs
weredready grilling before they made their
first callshome from American soil. Home-
mede carrot cake from USO helped say
“welcome back.”

Among those returning home were Capt.
Joel Hemphill of Ohio. Cdl sign Deuce, he
wore the Gorillapatch on his Ider.

The gorillanickname comesfrom the

uerillawarfare-like tacticsthe 58" used in
the Mediterranean Theater in World Wer 1
when they flew the P-40 Warhawk, P-47
Thunderbolt and P-38 Lightning.

During the Vietnam War, flying ~4
Phantoms, the 58" Fighter Squadron lived up
to the boest of their unofficial motto “Kill
MiGs’. The Gorillas proved their dogfighting
skills, including shooting down aMiG-19
with a300-round burst from aVulcan
cannon.

The aggressive 58" motto evolved into
“Kill More MiGs’ after the squadron dlaimed
aMiG-29 asthefirg aerid kill of Desert
Storm. The squadron’s 15 pilots destroyed
16 enemy aircraft, including 5 MiG-29s, and
hed themogt air-to-air killsin Desert Sorm.

The Gorillas made a different kind of
history inthe Iragi Freedom air war.

“Therewere (Iraqj) arplanes. They just
decided not to fly them. It'sthefirg timein
history acountry a war decided not to use
their arplanes. | guessit’s quite acompliment
to U.S. arpower,” Hemphill sad.

Express—ions

The 58" Fighter Squadron
wasinthe AOR asair operations
stepped up from Southern Waich
toIragi Fredom.

The squadron flew sorties
every day during 244r1]our2 »
operdionsto protect high vaue
asxdtsthat incFudingAWACS
tanker, Rivet Jointsand JSars
missions and escorted dl the
drikers.

Ironicdly, dthough they were on the
front lines of the war, they weretoo busy
fighting it from adesart ar baseto closdly
observeit. “CNN had more
coverage. ..peoplein the States hed a better
ideaof what wasgoing on,” he said.

Lifeinthelrag Freedom AOR, “makes
you gppreciate alot of things.. .running weter,
trees, grass.

“We re definitely proud to be part of it.
WEe re thankful it was over quick. Mogtly
thankful to behome,” the F-15 pilot said.

Air Guards’ 187" AW

brings back perfect score

A one hundred percent performanceis
the score SM Sgt. Walter Markley give his
AlgbamaAir Nationd Guard airmen coming
homefrom Iragi Freedom. They were
welcomed here Monday.

Themaintainers and civil engineersfrom
Montgomery, Ala supported F-16 operations.
“Wedidn't loseasingle person or havea
seriousinjury. And we never had amission
cancelled for maintenance. | call that a perfect
mission,” Markley said.

TheAlabamans civil engineers Sarted
the desert base from scratch in Jenuary,
including setting up two power plants.

Markley estimatesthat the 410" AEW to
which the guardsmen were attached flew at
least 3,000 sorties. Their main misson was
hunting Scud launchers. The 410" shared the
desert base with aunit of Roya Air Force
Harrierswhich flew Iragi Freedom missons.
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